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ISU Extension and Outreach provides 
resources for families impacted by 
avian influenza 
 By Debra Sellers, Human Sciences Extension and Outreach,  
 515-294-2312, dsellers@iastate.edu; Kristin Taylor, ISU Extension  
 and Outreach Creative Projects Specialist, taylork@iastate.edu,  
 515-294-8538; Laura Sternweis, Organizational Advancement,  
 515-294-0775, lsternwe@iastate.edu
In response to the recent avian influenza out-break, Iowa State University Extension and Outreach has launched a multi-state approach 
to providing research-based information and 
resources to families.
“By leveraging our resources and strategically 
sharing information with families throughout 
Iowa, Minnesota and South Dakota, we are able 
to provide daily updates and recommendations,” 
said Debra Sellers, director of Human Sciences 
Extension and Outreach and associate dean in 
Iowa State’s College of Human Sciences. ISU  
Extension and Outreach is cooperating on the 
project with South Dakota State University Ex-
tension and University of Minnesota Extension.
Together, extension staff from the three land-
grant universities will provide families with 
information on everything from food safety 
education and stretching food dollars as the cost 
of eggs and poultry increases to implementing 
strategies to manage a family’s finances and stress 
during tough times.
Iowans will find links to helpful resources on the 
Human Sciences Extension and Outreach web-
site, www.extension.iastate.edu/humansciences/
content/finding-answers-now.
“Avian influenza has had a very real impact on 
families,” Sellers explained. “Our counterparts  
in ISU Extension and Outreach’s Agriculture  
and Natural Resources program are working to 
address producer issues. However, this group 
will focus on the families struggling with  
the human challenges brought on by avian  
influenza, whether that is ensuring families are 
implementing the proper food safety techniques 
when preparing eggs and poultry, the loss of 
employment or dealing with seeing their food 
budget increase, as eggs, which are traditionally 
an inexpensive protein source, have more than 
doubled in price.”
#AvianFluImpact
Sharing resources and information between uni-
versity extension groups is not a new concept. 
Outreach has been the focus of extension since 
its establishment within land-grant universities 
across the U.S. more than a century ago. And, in 
this case, Sellers said collaboration is imperative. 
“Alone, we simply do not have the staff or  
resources to ensure families receive all the  
information they need.”
The outreach effort will include a strong social 
media presence, public relations campaign  
and online resources. To learn more, follow  
#AvianFluImpact on social media and visit  
www.extension.iastate.edu/humansciences/ 
content/finding-answers-now.
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. . . and justice for all 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) 
Many materials can be made available in alternative formats for ADA clients. To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Office of Civil 
Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call 202-720-5964. 
Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension work, Acts of September 8 and December 30, 1914, in cooperation with the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture. Cathann A. Kress, director, Cooperative Extension Service, Iowa State University of Science and Technology, Ames, Iowa. 
Permission to copy 
Permission is given to reprint ISU Extension and 
Outreach materials contained in this publication via copy 
machine or other copy technology, so long as the source 
(Ag Decision Maker Iowa State University Extension 
and Outreach) is clearly identifiable and the appropriate 
author is properly credited.
Updates, continued from page 1
Internet Updates
The following Information Files and Decision Tools have been updated on www.extension.iastate.edu/agdm.
Determining the Custom Operator’s Share of the Crop – A3-13 (Decision Tool)  
Self-Propelled Harvesting and Spraying: Machinery Ownership Versus Custom Hire – A3-33 (9 pages)  
Self-Propelled Harvesting and Spraying: Machinery Ownership Versus Custom Hire – A3-33 (Decision 
Tool)  
Frequency of Profitable Hedging Opportunities for Lean Hogs, 2005-2014 – B2-53 (2 pages)
Simple Hog Market Calculator – B2-53 (Decision Tool)  
Swine Marketing Decision Calculator – B2-53 (Decision Tool)  
Live Cattle Futures - The Life of a Contract: Comparing Expiration to Weekly Futures Prices – B2-63 
(4 pages) 
Feeder Cattle Futures - The Life of a Contract: Comparing Expiration to Weekly Futures Prices – B2-64 
(4 pages) 
Addressing Where to Start When Negotiating Farmland Rental Rates – C2-01 (Voiced Media) 
Iowa Cash Rent Farm Lease (Short Form) – C2-16 (4 pages) 
Current Profitability
The following tools have been updated on www.extension.iastate.edu/agdm/info/outlook.html. 
Corn Profitability – A1-85 
Soybean Profitability – A1-86
Iowa Cash Corn and Soybean Prices – A2-11
Season Average Price Calculator – A2-15
Ethanol Profitability – D1-10
Biodiesel Profitability – D1-15
